
Writing Rubric 

 6 5 4 3 2 1 

TOPIC AND 
DETAILS 

Topic and details 
richly developed. 
Uses elaboration, 

anecdotes 

Topic and details 
fully developed. 

Includes 
elaboration. 

Stays on topic. 
Extends topic 
with support. 

Some topic 
development 

Somewhat related to 
topic, may have 

extraneous details. 
Support illogical, 

inadequate 

Minimally 
addresses topic. 
Little support. 

FORMAT 

Strong beginning, 
middle, end. 

Logical 
progression. 

 

Strong beginning, 
middle, end. 

Conveys 
completeness. 

Simple 
beginning, 

middle, end. May 
be weak in one 

area. 

May have weak 
beginning, middle, 
or end.  More than 
one area is weak. 

Weak beginning, 
middle, and/or end. 
Lacks completeness. 

Fragmentary 
listing of ideas. 

Little 
organization 

WORD 
CHOICE AND 

SENTENCE 
STRUCTURE 

Vivid language. 
Varied, correct 

sentences 

Varied, correct 
sentences with 

some precision in 
word choice. 

Interesting words 
and vocabulary. 
Simple sentence 

structure. 

Uses simple words 
and simple 

sentence structure. 

Word choice limited. 
Sentence structure 

weak.  

Limited and/or 
inappropriate 
word choice. 

GRAMMAR, 
USAGE, AND 

SPELLING 

Excellent use of 
mechanics, 

capitals, spelling 

Good use of 
correct mechanics, 

capitals and 
spelling 

demonstrated 

Use of correct 
mechanics, 

capitals, spelling 
usually 

demonstrated 

Generally follows 
some use of 

correct mechanics, 
capitals and 

spelling 

Many mechanical, 
capital, spelling 

errors 

Errors impede 
communication 
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